Docket Number: 086166-0307636 
Client Reference: RP-01236-US2 



PATENT APPLICATION 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In Re the Application of 



GUNTER ZAUNER 



Group Art Unit: 



Application No.: NEW 



Examiner: 



Filed: January 29, 2004 



Confirmation No.: 



For: PRE-CONVERTER DEVICE FOR CLEANING EXHAUST GAS FOR AN INTERNAL 
COMBUSTION ENGINE 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of the U.S. 
filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of the first Office Action on 
the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

Relevance of the non-English language reference(s) is discussed in the present 
specification. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language reference(s) appears 
in the Appendix attached hereto. 

English-language Abstracts of the non-English language references are attached hereto. 
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Concise Explanation 

JP 10-325315 - describes how to improve exhaust gas cleaning performance by 
providing a bulging room in an exhaust pipe and a pre-catalyst in the bulging room, and a 
main catalyst is exhaust unit in the downstream side of the exhaust pipe. 

JP 05-086843 - describes how to improve the durability and to reduce cost by 
maintaining the reaction of main catalyst satisfactorily without decreasing engine output. 

JP 8-326528 - describes how to attain desired exhaust gas purification without 
influencing engine output. 

DE 100 02 024 C1 - describes an apparatus for treating a medium in a fuel cell system 
comprises a reactor (1) with a catalyst-containing region between a first partial chamber 
(2) of the reactor and a second partial chamber (3) of the reactor. The catalyst-containing 
region is arranged in the flow path of the medium. The first partial chamber is surrounded 
by the second partial chamber. The catalyst-containing region is arranged between the 
first inner partial chamber and the second outer partial chamber. The boundary wall (6) is 
formed by a fleece provided with a catalyst material. 
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